
Japanese II 
Readiness Profile and Course Expectations  
 
Prerequisites: “C” or better in Japanese I 
 
Course General Description:   
 
This course is a beginning level course and should be attempted after a full year of Japanese I has been 
successfully completed.  In this course students review some skills from Japanese I and acquire new skills in 
the areas of grammar, vocabulary, reading, writing, comprehension and culture.  The lesson includes a series 
of linguistic activities and cultural topics that enable the student to communicate in Japanese about daily 
activities at a functional level.  Students will continue mastering the phonetic writing system, Hiragana and 
Katakana and will learn approximately 70 additional Kanji.  
 
Student background: 

• Conversation: greeting, introduce him/herself, ask about after-school activities, ask about classes at 
school, likes/dislikes, family members 

• Vocabulary: school subjects, times of day, days of the week, family, after school activities, modes of 
transportation 

• Structure: Basic sentence structure, Yes/No & Wh-question formats, Particles � � � � � 
� �, Verbs (formal present/past tense),  Adjectives (� adjective/� adjective) 

• Read and write all Hiragana and Katakana characters including those with ‘ten ten’ and ‘maru’; and 
those with small ‘ya,’ ‘yu’ and ‘yo.’ 

• Provide readings, English meanings and stroke order for 30 Kanji characters, including   � � � 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
� �       

• Culture: Japanese school/educational system, foods, basic geography of Japan, holidays 
• Composition:  write a text of 8-10 sentences on a familiar topic (e.g., family, school, after school 

activities) . 
 
  

Examples: 
Questions students should be able to answer when entering JAPANESE II: 
 
Choose the correct particle to fill in the 
blanks.  
 
���             ��              ����� 
 

a) �  
b) �  
c) �  

     d)  �  

Write a brief self introduction in Japanese:  
 
����������������� 
����������������� 
����������������������
����������������������
����������������� 

 
 
 
Course Content: 
 



In  Japanese II,students will continue foundational skills and knowledge such as: 
 

• Grammar:  Verb conjugation (nai-form, masu-form, dictionary form, te-form), Adjective past tense, 
Location, Suggestion, Counting various objects, Qualifying nouns with verbs and adjectives, 
comparison   

• Vocabulary Topics (some examples):  Nationalities, Body Parts, Clothing, Trip, Kabuki, Sports, 
Sickness/injury, Ordering foods,  

• Oral Communication: Ask questions, with and without interrogatives, Express emotion,
Express basic needs, Give basic commands, Describe at a basic level in present and past tenses, Tell 
what happened in the past, Comprehension instructions in Japanese, Comprehend short stories and  
conversation

• Written Skills: Write sentences and full paragraphs with 75% accuracy, Use grammar and 
vocabulary skills to write on various topics, Express opinions in writing, Write letters, Be able to 
write in the past and present tense 

• Reading Skills: Read all Hiragana, Katakana, and basic Kanji, Understand acquired vocabulary and 
sentence structure,  Answer comprehension questions regarding the reading,  

 
Examples: 
Questions students should be able to answer upon completion of Japanese II: 
 

1. Write the dictionary form, �� form, and �
form of the following verbs. 
        1) ���� 
        2) ����� 
  3) ��� 

2. Write a paragraph about your summer in the past 
tense.  Explain where you went, what you did. 
Include: adjectives, transition words, and 
expressions of emotions. 

3.  Translate the following sentences. 
 ��� ���������������� 
�������������������� 
�������������������� 
�������������������� 
����� 

4. Oral Communication: 
-Speak about extracurricular activities in the 
present tense. 
-Speak about activities that you did in the past. 
 

 
 
Workload expectations: 

• Students are expected to spend at least an average of approximately 30 minutes to an hour outside 
the class on homework and review of notes and book content for each class period. 

• Students are expected to participate actively as individuals in class and collaborate in groups. 
• Students are expected to write a report once a month on various topics. 

 
 
Assessment:   
 
Assessment on this course measures what students know and are able to do (competence and performance). 
Students’ progress in listening, speaking, reading and writing are based on: 
 
Tests and Quizzes    40% 
Homework    20% 
Oral and written reports  20% 



Class participation   20%     

Grading Scale: 
 
 A+      98% - 100% A  92% - 97% A- 90% - 91% 
 B+ 88% - 89% B 82% - 87% B- 80% - 81% 
 C+ 78% - 79% C 72% - 77% C- 70% - 71% 
 D+ 68% - 69% D 62% - 67% D- 60% - 61% 
     F 0% - 59%
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